LIVING OUR LIFE FOR THE GREATEST CAUSE

For the first 29 years of my life I tried many things to try and gain purpose and meaning in my life. Like so many people in the world I did not find true fulfilment and purpose in life pursuing the things of this world. After three years of chronic depression I had a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ in August 1991.
After living for Jesus Christ for the past 30 years I can truly say that Jesus came that we may have life and that we may have it more abundantly. Even though I have been through many trials and challenges as a believer I have learned to rejoice in all circumstances. 

The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
The Apostle Paul also gave us one great key to living an overcoming and victorious Christian life when he wrote,

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice.” 

(Philippians 4:4)

Today I would like to encourage all of my precious Facebook friends to wholeheartedly live for Jesus Christ and for the Kingdom cause by quickly outlining why this is the best and really the only way to live our life during our relatively short time here on earth. 
1) Because true peace and joy in our hearts and minds can only come from living a life that is fully surrendered to Christ. His yoke is easy and His burden is light
In the book of Isaiah we read, “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
King David wrote,
“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11)
2) Because the moment our lives are surrendered to Jesus Christ we have peace with God, all of our sins are forgiven and we are adopted into His family. We can also build our life and future on the fact that He will never leave nor forsake us
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (Romans 5:1-2)
In the book of Hebrews we read, “…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” (Hebrew 13:5-6)
3) BECAUSE GOD KNOWS WHAT IS BEST FOR US AT ALL TIMES
(Jeremiah 29:11) God’s ways are higher than our ways.
In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
4) Because when we live for the Kingdom Cause all that we truly need is life is added to us

God promises to meet our every need in life when we simply put Him first in our life and plans
Jesus Himself said, 

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)
5) Because life has so much more meaning when we live our lives for the Kingdom Cause and for others
When we live for the Kingdom Cause we can be a great blessing and encouragement to many others as we share the hope that we found in Christ with others. 
Truly it is more blessed to give than to receive. As we break open our lives to serve God and others truly life has greater significance and purpose
Jesus Himself said, 

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
Jesus was our example of how to live our life here on earth
Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)
6) Because in a world full of challenges and where so many people are currently in lockdown because of the Covid 19 Delta strain, we can enjoy the best times of our life now as we share the glorious hope that we have in Christ with those struggling with discouragement 
I have found this to be the case in my own life as we enter our sixth week of lockdown here in Sydney

The Apostle Paul wrote, “...As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:15)
7) Because when our lives are fully surrendered to Jesus Christ we are truly free indeed
Living a life of obedience helps us to overcome the wiles and temptations of the Devil so that we live a victorious and overcoming life
Jesus Himself said, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)
8) Because we only have one short life here on earth to store up treasures in heaven
The simple fact is that we come into the world with nothing and we are lowered into the ground in weakness (unless the rapture comes first) with nothing except the eternal legacy that we have left from living our life for the Kingdom Cause
This is why Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
9) Because living for the things of the Kingdom and finding our satisfaction in things above is a great key to finding true contentment in life
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now godliness with contentment is great gain.” (1 Timothy 6:6)
King David wrote, “O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)
10) Because our life’s greatest potential is found in following God’s plan for our life continually
The word of the LORD came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, 
“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20)
11) Because true joy and fulfilment in life comes from being faithful in using our gifts and talents for the Kingdom Cause (Matthew 25:20-23)
12) Because one day we will have many friends and family members with us in heaven if we are prepared to live our life for the Kingdom Cause and for others rather than to be just comfortable during our temporary time here on earth
13) Because one day we will be rewarded by the Lord for what we have done for Him during our time here on earth
Jesus Himself said, “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27)
14) Because we are now living at a time when we can see the nearness of the rapture of all true believers prior to the second coming of the Lord here to earth to begin His millennium reign here on earth
Given the lateness of the hour that we are now living in how important it is that we are always prepared for and looking for the return of the Lord
Jesus Himself said, “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming” (Matthew 25:13)
In the book of James we read,
“You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the LORD is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!” (James 5:8-9)
In the book of Revelation we read the words of Jesus,
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.” (Revelation 22:12)
And
15) Because as believers we have eternal life and the best is yet to come in the age to come when we spend all eternity with Jesus in a place where there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying (Revelation chapters 21:1-4)
Jesus Himself said, “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:1-3)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9)
So given the great purpose and meaning and future hope that we have when we live for Jesus Christ during our time here on earth, why is it that so many people do not choose to live wholeheartedly for Christ and for the Kingdom Cause.
Quickly following are some of the reasons why people do not fully surrender their lives to Jesus Christ.
1) Having a fear of man and worrying about what people think
2) Not wanting to be rejected by friends and family
3) The spirit of the world continually drawing them away after the temporary things of this life
4) The many temptations and distractions that are in our world
5) Our fallen human nature that always seeks after its own self interests
6) Desiring worldly success rather than living for the Kingdom Cause
7) Having worldly and carnal friends (1 Corinthians 15:33)
8) Living their life to conform to the opinions and expectations of others and wanting to be accepted by the people of this world
And
9) Simply because they are not prepared to deny themselves and commit to following God’s unfolding plan for their life

For the above reasons we can see why Jesus said,

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

After years of not being truly fulfilled by the things of this world and after making many poor choices in life, I am so glad that I am now one of those who have entered the narrow gate that truly leads to life
Truly all that we need is found in Christ

The Apostle Paul knew this well. Even when in prison for his faith the Apostle Paul continually served the Lord including writing a number of epistles during his time in prison because he truly knew that all that we need in life is found in Christ

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)
The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

Jesus Christ loves you with a passion. This is why He died on the cross at Calvary to pay the penalty for our sins. But death could not hold Him down. Three days later He arose from the grave triumphantly and is now back with His Father in heaven.

Because of what Jesus Christ accomplished on the cross at Calvary for us we can not only have eternal life and a place in heaven when we die, but truly we can also live a life of great purpose and meaning in the times that we are now living in if we are simply prepared to fully commit our lives and plans to Jesus Christ

Truly you will never come second putting God first 

Today if you have never given your life to Jesus Christ you can do so by simply saying the following prayer to commence your eternal walk with Him

Dear Father God today I turn from my sins to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ died for all my sins and arose from the dead three days later. Today I invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. Baptize me with Your Holy Spirit I pray in Jesus Name, Amen

May I also encourage you to continually keep your focus on the faithfulness of God in the times that we are now living in! 

The Psalmist wrote,

“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1) 

May you have a wonderful week!

